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09 September 2024
Dear Nadir

Connection and Use of System Code (CUSC) Modification Panel Updated
Request for and updated Urgency Timetable for CMP434: Implementing
Connections Reform and CMP435: Application of Gate 2 Criteria to
existing contracted background.

CMP434 and CMP435 seek to revise the current connections process to
enable the timely connection of projects to meet net zero and were granted
Urgency on 01 May 20241

The CUSC Modifications Panel ("the Panel”) met on 12 July 2024, at the
request of the ESO as the Proposer of CMP434 and CMP435 who sought
agreement on the updated proposed urgent timelines.

e In that meeting the Panel unanimously agreed to send a revised
timelines for CMP434 and CMP435 to the Authority for a decision on
extending the previously approved Urgency timeline. However, due to
the further conversations between the ESO and the Authority around the
target implementation date of 01 January 2025 a letter of
recommendation was not sent to the Authority.

The Panel met on 09 September 2024, at the request of the ESO as the
Proposer of CMP434 and CMP435 who sought agreement on the updated
proposed urgent timelines.

The Panel considered the request for an updated urgency timeline, with
reference to the Proposer’s rationale for extending the length of the Workgroup
stages of the process due to:
e The reforms put forward are unprecedented in scale and ambition,
reflecting the importance of the challenges which the industry are
seeking to resolve collectively.

¢ Previously the timeline was based on a sequential plan with decisions
on Code Modifications in December 2024 and decisions on
Methodologies in February 2025, the new timeline is based on Ofgem
coupling the decisions on Code Modifications and Methodologies in Q1
2025.

1 Decision on urgency treatment of 'CMP434: Implementing Connections
Reform' and 'CMP435: Application of Gate 2 Criteria to existing contracted
background' (nationalgrideso.com)
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The proposals are going through the relevant open governance
processes and have seen extraordinary levels of interest, reflecting the
importance of the issues at hand.

There is input from a range of stakeholders on various aspects of the
reforms and to allow sufficient time to engage with the views across
industry in certain areas through the continuing Code Modification
Workgroup meetings.

The reforms are complex, and it's important that when the final report is
submitted to the regulator for their decision that solutions have had
robust review.

The Panel discussed the proposed updated timeline and acknowledged the
following:

Receiving the documentation for review as soon as possible would
support the Panel in their due diligence.

The need to consider Workgroup meeting planning across the
Connections Reform space as a result of any new modifications being
raised.

The clash with the ESO's Annual Revenue and Charging Event on 24
September 2024.

The Panel unanimously agreed that CMP434 and CMP435, subject to Ofgem’s
decision on extending the previously approved Urgency timeline, should follow

the below proposed timetable.

Workgroup Consultation (8 Business Days)

25 July 2024 to 06 August
2024

Workgroup report issued to Special Panel (2
Business Days)

05 November 2024

Panel sign off that Workgroup Report has
met its Terms of Reference

08 November 2024

Code Administrator Consultation (9 Business
Days)

11 November 2024 to 22
November 2024

Draft Final Modification Report issued to
Special Panel (4 Business days)

13 December 2024

Special Panel undertake recommendation
vote

20 December 2024

Final Modification Report issued to Panel to
check votes recorded correctly

20 December 2024 (2pm-
4pm)

Final Modification Report issued to Authority

20 December 2024 (by
Spm)

Authority Decision

Q1 2025

Date of Implementation

Q2 2025

The Panel noted that the updated urgency timeline does not alter the previously

approved timescales but did alter the dates of the modification stages;
e A Workgroup nomination period of less than 15 Business Days

e Code Administrator Consultation period of less than 15 Business Days;
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e There would be less than 5 clear Business Days between publication of
the Draft Final Modification Report and Panel’'s recommendation; and

e There would be less than 5 clear Business Days for Panel to check that
their Recommendation Vote had been recorded correctly.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions on this letter or,
the proposed process and timetable. | look forward to receiving your response.

Yours sincerely

Trisha McAuley OBE
Independent Chair of the CUSC and Grid Code Panel



